[image: image1.wmf]
Mrs. Roth 

and Mrs. JarJour
Welcome to Articulation     Night

First Grade

  

2012-2013
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MATH






RELIGION
Numbers and Patterns



We Believe 

Understanding Addition



    -God loves us


Understanding Subtraction



We Worship

Introducing Basic Fact Strategies


     -The church celebrations

Geometry and Fractions



We Live

Patterns and Numbers to 100


     -We live as a community

Relating Addition and Subtraction


We Pray

Addition and Subtraction to 20


We Celebrate

Money






-Seasons of the church year

Time and Probability
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Two-digit Addition and Subtraction


SCIENCE







Types of Living Things








Weather and Seasons

English






Solids, Liquids and Gases

The Sentence





Keeping Fit and Healthy

Nouns and Pronouns

Verbs








Adjectives







Capitalization and Punctuation


SOCIAL STUDIES
Writing






People Everywhere








Where We Live








World of Work








Everything Changes








Good Citizens

READING
Reading Strategies
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Phonics and Decoding Skills

Critical Thinking

Writing  

PHONICS

Supplements Reading Program

Practice with Spelling Activities

Blending Lessons

Word Building
SCHEDULE of SPECIALS

Monday

 P.E.



2:15-2:45

[image: image5.jpg]


Tuesday

 Mass



8:00- 8:30




          P.E.


         9:00-9:30 





    Spanish/Technology
   2:05-2:50

  Wednesday

    Spanish/Technology
   2:05-2:50


        Thursday
           P.E.

        11:00-11:45





              Music

           1:30-2:15



Friday 
              Library

   
12:45-1:45

RECESS



LUNCH
9:45-10:00



11:45-12:30

Mass

We go to mass with the 8th graders, our buddy class, almost every Tuesday morning. Once a month there will be a school-wide mass and that means we will skip our regular mass that week in place of it.

First grade is responsible for the mass on January 25th. Parents are encouraged to come and take part in a beautiful retreat with the children afterwards.

ART DATES for MEET the MASTERS  - once a month
Tuesdays
12:35-1:05
Slide show

October 2, November 6,  January 8,  February 5,  March 5,  April 9,  May 7

Thursdays
10:05-11:05
Art Activity 
 (come in P.E. clothes …11:05-11:45)

October 11, November 15,  January 17,  February 14,  March 14,  April 11, May 16
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ENRICHMENT
Friday

2:00-2:45

 Art  Activity  or Educational Movie

CENTERS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
12:35-1:55

Phonics/Reading


 Miss Ward

Writing
 

            Mrs. JarJour

Phonics/Reading/Writing    
Mrs. Roth
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*Auditory, Visual and Kinesthetic

Kinesthetic Learning –A learning style that involves figuring it out 



       through physical activity
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Physical exercise improves both mental and physical health and can be incorporated into all aspects of the curriculum. Physical activity has a positive impact on mood, attention, self-esteem and social skills. As part of our Science unit on Keeping Fit and Healthy, I encourage my students to develop healthy habits, a sense of fun, along with knowledge of how their bodies work. Sometimes we dance in the mornings (if students behave) to religious music or to educational songs that focus on phonological awareness and language development skills. In math, we exercise while counting by: 2’s, 5’s, 10’s, 100’s, 1000’s and in Language Arts, we move while reviewing the spelling words of the week: l-i-n-e,  m-i-n-e,  p-i-n-e,  s-h-i-n-e,  s-p-i-n-e .

Sometimes after lunch, we calm down  with a few yoga poses or a short meditation. 

Just a side note - The California Department of Education conducted a study over the past five years that showed students with higher fitness scores also have Higher Test Scores! –from Spark, The Revolutionary New Science of Exercise And The Brain, by John J. Ratey, MD   p. 21

Field Trips / School Performances

October 19
Sunset the Science Fairy (performance/ experiments in our classroom)

February 1
Magician, Paul Wei, is coming to our school to do a performance called, ‘Reading is Magic.’ 

February 26
Kidspace Museum- Caterpillars to Butterflies program

April 16
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse Skippyjon Jones

Special Activity/Game Days  
 Fridays
1:45-2:45 p.m.
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I have planned for several special activity days throughout the school year.  This is a time when we will have six parent volunteers supervise holiday art projects I plan with three groups of children. It is really fun and a great way to spend time with your child during the school day. They will be in the afternoons on the following days: October 26, November 16, December 14, February 8, March 11(Mon, 1:00-2:00), April 26 Games and 

May 20 Games (Mon, 1:00-2:00). 

SNACKS

The children are allowed only one snack at recess.  Either a small amount of food or a drink.  Their recess is only 15 minutes long and we want to make sure they have time to play.

I am  highly allergic to peanut butter so please don’t pack it in lunches. I can break out from the touch or smell of it. I am allergic to all nuts as well. Thank you for understanding.

BIRTHDAYS

Birthdays are celebrated with a crown and singing. There are no treats as a school rule. The birthday child will receive compliments from classmates.

Star Student

One student will be chosen each week to be the Star and it will be announced in the Monday Newsletter. The chosen one should bring in things to share that make him/her feel proud…such as trophies, favorite stuffed animals, toys, paintings etc. We have a wall for photos as well and they will be displayed for the week. The Star Student will get to share on Fridays after lunch for about 10 minutes. 
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HOMEWORK

The yellow homework folder should be brought back each day. 

[image: image11.wmf]Homework will consist of a math sheet each night, along with a phonics page or spelling exercises from our Houghton Mifflin workbooks. In addition, I will send home a small reading  sheet on Mondays that should be turned in the following Monday in the yellow homework folder. We will do this until December. Spelling tests will be given on Fridays. Book Reports will begin in January.

The folder contents

Monday
Newsletter (now on the HFS website), Homework, Reading  sheet and Work from previous week

Tuesday-Friday

Homework

Classroom Management

[image: image12.wmf]**We have a magical classroom! I use the imagination as a tool to make learning exciting. I also use the team names as a way to quiet the class. We have visits from the Rainbow Fairies when behaving well, the Elves will come in December to compliment their reading skills, the Leprechauns will visit in March to inspire them to love nature and all God’s creatures. Our  imaginary friends are amazing  for helping  children at this age to make good choices and become great readers. The fairies are the angels’ helpers and God is always in charge. My favorite part of working in this school is going to Mass and teaching the children about God’s love. They know who is the real boss!
Tags
Most classrooms follow the tag system. Each day, all students begin on green. If a child gets a warning, he/she must turn the tag to yellow. If the child continues to misbehave, he/she must turn the tag to red, get a hole punch in the license and a note home.
Individual 
* Each student has a Driver’s License for the month. We will go by the week and if there were no tag pulls,  on Friday  we will draw  names of several  students with good behavior to go to the Treasure Chest.

*At the end of the month, I will collect the licenses and those with no holes will have a No Homework Day.

[image: image13.wmf]*We also hand out tickets for good behavior. At the end of the week, I will also draw from the jar with tickets for a few students to go to the treasure chest.

*Stickers and praise for great behavior.

Team Points
 Students are in teams and earn points for good behavior.  The 


team with the most points at the end of the week gets to 



have 10 minutes of extra recess.

Class
If everyone is quiet and working hard, all teams will earn a point and  a marble.  When the jar is full of marbles, there will be an ice-cream party!
 

Bathroom and Water  Rules

*The children can only use the bathroom once a day during class time. They need to start going at recess and lunch. If they have to use the bathroom during class more than once, they will have to pull a tag. 

[image: image14.wmf]*The children can only get water at recess and lunch. If your child has a sore throat, send a note and I will let him/her go. If a child must have a drink, I will allow it, but again, he/she will have to pull a tag.

Mission

My mission is to provide a safe, fun and challenging learning environment that meets the California and Archdiocesan standards and stimulates the whole child. By the end of the year, you will see tremendous growth in the mind, body and soul of your child, not to mention a love of learning for years to come. 

A little About Me

There is a fire burning inside of me to be the most amazing teacher possible. Growing up, I rarely had an inspiring teacher. I was nearly invisible because of my shyness and I fell through the cracks, struggling all the way through school. I only tell you to emphasize God’s power and how he brilliantly took a weakness and turned it into a strength. I went from detesting school to growing up and finding out that all I wanted to do was be a teacher!! The passion I feel is to become the teacher that I always wanted and never had. 

I am now in my 14th year of teaching and going into my seventh year at HFS. I get such a sense of fulfillment from helping children to become good citizens, and from getting them energized about learning. I enjoy the challenge and dedication it takes to be the best. I love teaching first grade in the spiritual environment of Holy Family School!
I am looking forward to a great year!! Let us work together to make it the best ever!!
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If you have any questions or concerns please contact me by email: aroth@holyfamily.org  (This is the best way to reach me!)

or leave me a voicemail: 626.403.6164   ext. 164
Mrs. Roth

